
HIGHLIGHTS 
• Aurora Borealis 
• Vestrahorn and Stokksnes 
• Icelandic horses in their natural landscape 
• Dramatic coastal mountains 
• Glacial lagoons and icebergs 
• Black ice-strewn beaches 
• Reflective lakes 
• Vatnajökull Europe’s largest glacier 
• Vibrant autumn colours 
• Wild coastal landscape 
• Flights Reykjavík–Höfn–Reykjavík 

INTRODUCTION 

This classic new trip cleverly combines our justly popular 

ice locations with the more remote and less visited areas 

of southeast Iceland. The whole coastline is scattered 

with quiet locations, epic landscapes, small farms and 

dramatic mountain scenery. 

Our famous Icelandic horses will be one of the key sub-

jects in the eastern section of this trip. The Vikings first 

brought today’s Icelandic horse to this land of ice and 

fire over 1000 years ago. We expect to spend time pho-

tographing the direct descendants of this elegant beast 

in their natural landscape. A particular trait of the 

Icelandic horse is the tölt or four beat gait. Observing 

these hardy creatures, galloping on the black sand 

beaches is one of the many photographic opportunities 

offered on this trip. We photograph the remote, lesser 

known glacier ice tongues and lagoons carving from the 

mighty Vatnajökull ice cap. Each of these vast valleys 

has an ever changing light, atmosphere and drama no 

matter what the weather. 

Stokksnes and the breathtaking drama of the mountains 

of Vestrahorn have little light pollution. This remarkable 

area makes a fabulous location for shooting the aurora. 

Our main accommodation in the southeast is the stylish 

Vatnajökull Fosshotel. With panoramic views of the gla-

cier and surrounding mountains, the calm contemporary 

design of the hotel offers a peaceful welcome to unwind 

and review our photographic endeavours of the day. 
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DAILY ITINERARY 

Day 1: Reykjavík 

A flybus transfer to our city hotel is included. We meet in 

the early evening for introductions and a trip briefing 

followed by a welcome dinner in a traditional Icelandic 

city restaurant. 

Days 2–4: Vatnajökull Fosshotel 

We take our flights from Reykjavík to Höfn early after-

noon arriving at the hotel in the afternoon. 

High majestic ridges form a dramatic backdrop to the 

region surrounding Höfn. Combined forces of glacial ice, 

rivers and volcanic activity offer a unique sculptured 

landscape for us to inhabit and imaginatively frame. We 

explore this area thoroughly with ample time taken to 

compose a considered visual frame through photography. 

Stokksnes and Vestrahorn, one of the early settlement 

sites of Iceland are mountainous wonders of this region 

characterising the south side of the Vatnajökull glacier. 

Flexibility is key to our photographic excursions. Loca-

tions are be chosen in conjunction with the weather. We 

enjoy the possibility of revisiting worthwhile locations at 

different times of the day. 

Highlights of this region, in no particular order include 

the following: 

Heinabergsjökull Glacier Lagoon 

The remote location of this glacier tongue is a perfect 

place to engage with a breathtakingly beautiful land-

scape. Our photography stems naturally from this im-

mersive environment. 

Icelandic Horses 

Photographing horses with the background roar of the 

North Atlantic Ocean is a truly wild experience. Here we 

have opportunities to develop technical and creative 

skills whilst photographing moving subjects. The moun-

tainous drama of the Vestrahorn gives a commanding 

presence to this coastline and is a much sought after 

subject by landscape photographers. 

Aurora Borealis and Light 

Our daily locations are chosen in conjunction with the 

weather forecasts. We offer a flexible approach to photo-

graphy and we will revisit worthwhile locations at differ-

ent times to harness the best available light. Throughout 

the trip we will closely monitor the weather and the Au-

rora forecasts to make sure that we are in the right place 

at the right time for those spectacular aurora shots. 

The Vatnajökull Glacier 

This is Europe’s largest ice cap and home to many nat-

ural ice caves. Occasionally we have the opportunity to 

photograph an ice cave, a truly magical experience. 

Hoffellsjökull 

An outlet glacier formed from ice flowing from Vatna-

jökull during the so called ‘Little Ice Age’. Gabbro rock 

formed in the earth’s deep crust is visible due to glacial 

erosion and uplift in the area. The Hoffellsjökull moun-

tainous region is the habitat of several rare plants. We 

may be fortunate enough to see Reindeer and the Arctic 

Fox. 
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Days 5 & 6: Jökulsárlón 

A short journey to our next destination takes us around 

the impressive the base of the Vatnajökull glacier. Our 

hotel is located in the settlement of Hali. Since 1860 

Hali continues to be a fifth generation working farm. 

Hotel Hali offers superb hospitality with locally farmed 

produce. We are just a short drive from the Jökulsárlón 

Glacier lagoon and the famous Breiðamerkursandur, a 

black beach festooned with Ice. 

Locations from Hali 

With our trademark flexible attitude to working with the 

weather and natural light, we choose and work in diverse 

locations that inspire your visual imagination. 

Jökulsárlón glacier lagoon is a contemplative environ-

ment in which to photograph the aurora borealis. This is 

a sought after location for discerning photographers look-

ing for surreal and unique landscapes formed by the 

calving of the glacier. Icebergs of all shapes and sizes 

float languidly through the lagoon on their way towards 

the wild Atlantic Ocean arriving, in part or whole on the 

black sand beaches. 

Breiðamerkursandur is a dynamic and wildly expansive 

environment offering endless photographic possibilities. 

Arriving for early dawn light or as the sun is setting offers 

an array of fabulous photographic opportunities and 

learning experiences. 

Fjallsárlón glacier lagoon is an awe-inspiring location. 

The water reflects shimmering colours of turquoise and 

moss green ice with burnt umber shadows. Whether fo-

cusing on the patterned detail or taking large vistas, this 

is a region that invites you to participate fully with your 

photographic sensibility. 

Days 7 & 8: Vatnajökull Fosshotel 

Returning to our original destination near Höfn, we will 

continue to explore the mighty volcanic forces and gush-

ing rivers that shape and form this enigmatic southeast 

corner of Iceland. The autumn colours at this time of the 

year are particularly vibrant. If we are lucky, dark skies 

will invite the aurora borealis with her curtains of fire 
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over one of the many reflective lakes of the region. We 

can return to any mountain and coastal location of spe-

cial interest. We always have a few secret places to bring 

out of the lucky bag! 

Day 9: Reykjavík 

Our return flight to the capital departs Höfn in the after-

noon. What better way to conclude our trip than dining 

in one of the many fine restaurants in colourful Reyk-

javík, poetically described as a tiny city with a big soul. 

Day 10: Transfer to the international airport 

Airport transfers are arranged at a time to suit your on-

ward flight home. Check out from the hotel is normally 

around noon. 

THE LEARNING PROCESS 

This workshop is all about photography and lots of it! 

Whilst on location tutors will be working alongside parti-

cipants offering technical and creative advice, practical 

help and encouraging a sound photographic decision 

making process. Evening tutorials including image de-

velopment, image presentations and night shooting of 

aurora can be expected. 

Whether you are a beginner with your first DSLR or are 

considerably more advanced, this workshop will take you 

to the next level of proficiency and you will have a lot of 

fun with like-minded people. 

JOINING ARRANGEMENTS AND TRANSFERS 

The workshop officially starts on day 1 with a transfer 

from Keflavik International Airport to the first night hotel 

in Reykjavík. On day 10 there will be a transfer to Ke-

flavík International Airport for homeward flights. 

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
• Accommodation 9 hotel nights 
• Meals 
• Transport 
• Transfers 
• Photographic tutor/tuition 
• Internal flight Reykjavík-Höfn-Reykjavík 

WHAT’S NOT INCLUDED 
• International flights 
• Alcoholic beverages 
• Snacks and beverages other than with meals 
• Travel insurance 

ACCOMMODATION 

We will be using a variety of accommodation. In Reyk-

javík we will stay in a 3-star hotel close to the city 

centre. In the country we will stay in scenically located 

hotels. There are no extra charges for single rooms. 

Double or twin rooms are available for friends and 

couples who wish to share. 

FOOD 

We will generally eat dinner in the hotel restaurants ex-

cept for the first and last night in Reykjavík when we will 

eat at a restaurant in the city. Lunch will be in a variety 

of locations and breakfasts will always be at our hotels. 

Please let us know when you book if you have any spe-

cial dietary requirements. 
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ALCOHOL 

This is rather expensive in Iceland. It is worth consider-

ing bringing a bottle of your favourite ‘tipple’! All the 

restaurants that we eat in serve alcohol. 

SPENDING MONEY 

Since the crisis of October 2008 the Icelandic Króna has 

devalued dramatically against all currencies meaning 

that foreign tourists will get more for their money. At the 

moment it is difficult to get ISK before arriving, this can 

be done easily at the airport ATM machine on arrival. 

Credit cards are accepted in all places. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 

It is recommended that you take out appropriate insur-

ance to cover personal accident, medical costs, loss of 

baggage and repatriation. Please ensure your camera 

equipment is insured too. 

We will need a copy of your travel insurance at the time 

of booking. 

PASSPORT AND VISA REQUIREMENTS 

A passport valid for at least three months beyond length 

of stay is required by all except nationals of Austria, Bel-

gium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, 

Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and 

Sweden who are only required to produce national iden-

tity cards issued by the competent authorities in their 

countries of origin. 

Visas are not required but a return ticket will need to be 

shown by Australian, Canadian and USA nationals. 

LANGUAGE 

Icelanders speak Icelandic; they also tend to speak 

rather good English. 

CLIMATE 

Iceland’s climate is tempered by the Gulf Stream. Sum-

mers are mild and winters rather cold, the weather is 

very changeable at all times of the year, in Reykjavík 

there may be rain, sunshine, drizzle and snow all in the 
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same day. Expect temperatures to be down to -7°C on 

occasions (see clothing list). Most importantly for us, the 

lack of pollution means that the clarity of the light is 

often exceptional with phenomenal ‘big skies’ and really 

atmospheric cloud patterns. 

CLOTHING SUGGESTIONS 

As we will often be standing around in one location it’s 

important to have some warm clothes. The best solution 

to temperature control is to have a number of layers. We 

suggest lightweight thermal underwear through midlayer 

insulation to a windproof jacket. A warm down jacket is 

great for standing around. For the lower body choose a 

pair of warm trousers. There are numerous makes and 

types of warm trousers to choose from, just ensure that 

the cut is generous to allow freedom of movement. We 

will sometimes be walking in snow and on ice so good 

quality warm walking boots are recommended. A pair of 

wellington boots can be useful on the beach but these 

are not essential if space/weight is an issue. Good quality 

gaiters are also excellent in preventing snow and water 

going into the top of boots. 

CLOTHING 

If you have any questions feel free to contact us at any-

time before the trip: 
• pair of warm trousers, fleece lined are great 
• thermal tops e.g. ‘Smartwool’ (base layer) 
• thermal leggings e.g. ‘Smartwool’ (base layer) 
• light fleece/wool jumper 
• duvet jacket, down or synthetic 
• waterproof jacket 
• waterproof trousers 
• quality warm walking socks 
• leather/waterproof walking boots and gaiters 
• warm hat 
• fleece neck-warmer 
• light warm gloves 
• warm windproof over-mittens 
• ‘hot-hands’ or similar, www.hothandsdirect.com 
• casual clothes for hotel wear 
• sun cream, sunglasses 
• head torch 
• small, basic first aid to include plasters and any med-

ications of a personal nature 

PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT AND INFORMATION 

• Camera bag or backpack such as the Flipside or Trek-

ker series designed by LowePro. 

• Any extra equipment that doesn’t fit in your camera 

bag/hand luggage will need to go in a hard case that 

can be put in the aircraft hold. 

• A camera with interchangeable lenses such as a digital 

SLR or a mirrorless system camera. 

• A set of lenses to cover the whole range from wide-

angle to telephoto, for example… 
For full-frame cameras: 16–35mm wide-angle, 24–

105mm mid-range and a 70–200mm or longer tele 

zoom. For crop format cameras: 10–20mm wide-angle, 

17–50mm mid-range and a 70–200mm or longer tele 

zoom. 

• Spare camera (highly recommended) 

• Sturdy tripod – not only useful for low light photo-

graphy but also for accurate framing and composition 

of landscape and close-up images. 
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• Cable release – mechanical or electronic remote to 

avoid shake on long exposures. 

• Although not essential camera filters such as neutral 

density, graduated filters and polarisers can be useful. 

At least one neutral density filter in the range of 4–6 

stops would be a good addition to your kit. 

• Lens cloth 

• Sensor cleaning device (optional) 

• Lightweight ‘trekking’ absorbent towel for drying cam-

eras and equipment 

• Rain cover for camera and camera bag 

• Sufficient memory cards for the whole holiday as it may 

not be possible to buy more during the trip. 

• Film users should bring enough film, as it may not be 

possible to buy in many places. 

• A laptop with the image editing applications of your 

choice, essential for checking and presenting images 

during the trip and for one-on-one sessions with the 

tutor. All of the places we stay in have Wi-Fi. 

• Backup storage device (optional) 

• Spare batteries and chargers 

• All the electrical sockets are European two-pin, so you 

might need a travel plug adapter. 

MAPS AND BOOKS 

Touring map of Southeast Iceland scale 1:25,000 shows 

Vestrahorn and Stokksnes. The map has contour lines 

and shading at 50m intervals. 

Visit ferdakort.is for information about these and other 

maps. 

Flowering Plants and Ferns of Iceland, Hörður Kristíns-

son, ISBN 9979-3-1723-X 
This is the definitive guide to almost all the plant life in 

Iceland. It is in English and can be ordered from 

Amazon. This book is popular and often out of stock here 

in Iceland. 

Icelandic Bird Guide, Jóhann Óli Hilmarsson is also in 

English and available from Amazon. 

PARTNERS 

Non-photographer partners will be very welcome al-

though this is primarily a photography holiday. We also 

visit some very beautiful and relaxing places. If any par-

ticipants do not wish to join the walks/photographic ses-

sions they will be able to relax in and around the ac-

commodation. The cost will be the same for photograph-

ers and non-photographer. 

OUTDOOR TRAVEL 

This is an outdoor travel photography holiday and the 

itinerary will be dependent on the vagaries of the weath-

er, local conditions and other variables. Wild Photo-

graphy Holidays may use their discretion to change the 

itinerary should conditions dictate this; your health, 

safety and enjoyment will always be our primary concern 

when making such changes. 

MORE QUESTIONS? 

While we hope that this information has answered most 

of your questions about the holiday, we know it will not 

give you all the information you need. If you have any 

more questions, please get in touch. Talking to us on the 

phone (we will always call you back) can often be a 

quick way of sorting out individual questions. It also 

helps us to get to know each other before the holiday.  

BOOKING THIS HOLIDAY 

Contact us through our website where you can also fill in 

the online booking form, or phone +44 (0)1630 647828 

LINKS 

Vatnajökull Fosshotel, our base in the east. 

Hotel Hali, our base near the Jökulsárlón 

View images and information for this tour on the website. 

Read about our approach to teaching photography 
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